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2016 RMBA rall Workshop

Part 1 - Heart Rock Bison

By Larry Higgins

The 2015 RMBAFall RanchTour kicked of Friday August 28th at Heart
Rock Bison, hosting the 1st of three ranch visits, with owners Larry & Jacki
Higgins, andVicki Andersen (Jacki's sister). Jacki avidki are the fourth
generation to live and work on this farm and raridieir great grandfather
came from Denmark in the late 1800's to homestead, aértiersen's
worked the land for nearly 100 years, the farm was passed down to Jacki in
1985 when her father Gene passed awagne was the first to run aio on
the same pastures in the mid 1970tday Heart Rock Bison runs a breed
ing herd with 25 mama biaflo cows and a small feed lot of approximately
50 head.We also run 200 head of beef cows and farm 3000 acres of hard red
winter wheat, corn, sunflowers, and feed.

After a brief introduction by Larry and Rathe
group toured the facility near our house where we
feed and finish out our animaléle feed a ration of
Sy whole corn and sunflower pellets in self feeders,

@88l plus free choice millet hayfter research and help
| from CSU, the whole corn (vs. cracked corn) seems
to work best for our situation. Cracked corn would
| bridge in the feeders, lose essential nutrients, and

add an extra cost to cradk/hile whole corn flows
great in the feeders, and according to CSU, detect
ing any crack of the corn in their manure would be
sufficient to extract the
essential nutrients through
the digestive process. Since
we grow our own corn, it
| goes from the grain bin to
the feederAbout 90% of
our business is direct sales,
consisting mainly quarters,

B halves and wholes.

: Wrapping up the tour
at the house the group
>.| drove four miles to the
pasture (640 acres)
where our 25 mamas,
calves and 2 herd bulls
roam year around.

4 Before we drove out to
see the herd, we
stopped in the "car
corra,l" made up of
approximately 100 old

= O

Laurie@greatrangebison.com

Continued on page 4
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It seems like every time | sit down toyourself on
write an update on odyssociation or a precise ang
message to our members | am alwaygsearche (%
saying that it is a great time to be in theation, or yo
buffalo business. So again | sayis a raise a singlé
great time to be in the kafo business. animal eac
Here in the Rocky Mountain Regioryear to be
we have been getting good amounts gbld to your 3
snow which | can only hope will cen neighbors
tinue to provide us with much needetlaybe you -
spring runof for our pastures and hayspend countless number of hours a
meadows.The 2015 hay season wagear marketing your btdlo meat
great for ranchers in our area and jlourself at farmer's markets or sell the
hope this coming season is again trenimals to a commercial marketer
same with ample yields. But you alHowever you choose to market your
have heard me say this and know thenimals is up to you, we need each and
for yourselves, so | ask, 'Why else is igvery bufalo rancher at all levels of
a good time to be in the Wafo bust production and marketing.
ness'? A recent NYTimes article discussed

More and more producers are joininghat there are two ways of raising buf
the ranks of bdélo ranchers, not justfalo, send them to a feed lot or 100%
here in our area, but across the U§rass-fed and pasture harvesiHuese
These new people are made up @afre just two of many options, and in
ranchers who are switching from cattleny mind are the two extremes on the
to bufalo, or from farming to bd&lo, spectrum of how bddlo can be fin
or are just getting started in agricultureshed and harvestedhere are very
and made a very smart move and choéav operations that are at these two
to raise buglo. A conventional busi extremes, and most fall somewhere in
ness marketer will tell you that it is nothe middle When marketing his 100%
a good thing to have so many peoplgrass-fed beef, my dad would always
making the same produddell this is say "there is room for all of us," refer
not the typical business world, anencing conventional beef and grass-fed
buffalo ranchers are not in the businedseef. | agree that the same thing holds
of cut-throat marketing with theirtrue in the world of bdélo meat.The
neighbor down the streeiVe are all consumer will dictate what they want
allies to one another friend, a men and what they are willing to pay
tor, or someone to just stand at a gateTell your customers what you do and
and shut it for you after you spent alWhat you don't do. Never lie to them.
day working your animals. Be proud of your product, stand by it,

Buffalo are raised for meat. Even ifand make sure your name (or brand
you are selling breeding stock, th@ame) is big and bold for all to see.
majority of ofspring from those ani Never be ashamed of your product. If
mals you sell are used for meat, so yorou are, why are you selling that prod
are in the business of meat productiomct? Why are you not selling the best
as well.We need every btdlo rancher product you can provide? Do not talk
that is in the industry to stay in theall of someone else's bialo product
industry and encourage more to getist because it is dérent than yours.
involved. It does not matter if you havelalk about what is diérent about the
a 2,000 head operation\Wlyoming, or two options and let the customer
just bought your first 5 head of mothedecide. The customer will decide
cows this year and live just outside oivhich product is right for them. Maybe
the city our industry needs you. they choose based on price, how it was

Maybe you finish all of your bidlo raised, the geographical area it came
Continued on page 3
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1 product. Bufalo are very special ani our members, but if we are missing
frfnl;mc}} sI]i:Ir!]leI lt))lz;ggjdgr?!:ﬁecgéloro als and a deep bond is formethe boat on your needs, please let us
the IébeIYouF)ryob is simple: produce etween the herd and their caretaknow. Because our industry keeps
the bost of ) ple- pf ers. growing, more and more research is

€ best product you can 10r YOUlt the end of the day we are all herbeing done on bidlo, RMBA is
customer If you sell out of your y, nromate hifhilo. We need to work committed to passing this informa
produgt If:aslter th[a;‘ Ealphhle &Y \ith each other and support eaction along to you and helping in the
3“?“” 0 Sﬁ.m I'eh’ ff €n you ?jr%ther In our industry we are all need research itself. If you have any issues

oing something rignt. [t your pre ed, and will always be needed. that need to be looked into and stud
uch sits for a Idong tmc1|_e and doei_no | challenge all of the members ofed let us knowwe are here to serve
se ,by0l_J need to a Juﬁ’t somit NRMBA to actively mentor a new buf you.
Mayd ed itis a glnor c_anghe that 15515 producer or one who is interest My take away message is of course
nﬁ;e e dor ”l‘.a3|/ €a rggl_jor Cf ande. o4 in the business each yeBe there that it is a great time to be in the buf
?rier?gg ar? q I%?ni?roevler;g nrgvr\r/] g#crjfor them and advise and answer thefalo businessWe are all needed and
then to be better gt the tKin S we OIquestlons, even if that question is iare all here to help each other be the
Chanage can be hard. but itgcan al(?he form of a text at 2 a.m. when thepest producers, marketers and -pro
lead tg tthi ’ Site worrying about their herd. moters of buflo that we can be.
€ad 1o great things, even a NEW CON v haye a great spring conference Looking forward to seeing you all

tract to supply meat for a New €uSyianneqd and are already working oat the Spring Conference!
tomer Buffalo will never be like beef oo <s0r qur fall workshope are

or chicken; it will also be a specialt)f(,;lwayS looking for ways to help you _Johwn Graves
Members and non-members will ence orApril 22nd.
RMBA update CurrentpWording:

BuffaloRanch Und also be able to egisterfor our spring ¢
uttaoranchers.com Update conference orfall workshop online, _ There shall be four types of member
The RMBA website has some new, ships, (1) regular membership for an indi

: . ‘and again pay by cedit card. This ; P :

eatres,that wil make ngs easell AL 0 Togsrauon and P omL TSP 05
for both our members and ourfiot. 4 require our members to fill out a4) junior membership for an individual 20
The biggest thing members will notice,,ner form and pay to mail it into thevears of age or younger; all of which are
is thatyou will now able to join or Association involved in raising or marketing bison.
renew a m(_ambership online and_pay We are .very excited for theset[f)lléesB(f)?irrdmg;ng?rresgtigrgrewistﬁto3Pgﬁg¥dby
with a credl'g card on oursecue site changes. If you have any issues Gfent to these Bylaws. ‘Dues are payable
Members will also still be able to writejjeas" for further website enharceupon making application for membership
a check and mail it to RMBA(fice.  ontq  please contact John Graveand in subsequent years dues are payable

Current mem_bers and_ new memberﬁMBA-S President. on January 1. Each regular and lifetime
will be able to input their information g\ | v Wording Change LneergwgergIsér?trilttllet}lgdwtv%oy(igst%,dﬁ;g: nn}qeenr:]

and pay for their selected membership o chan . Ju

- ; : ge to the RMBAwy-laws has pers do not have voting privilegesn
level. The contact mformr?ltlon W'.“ been proposedis stated inArticle X active member will be considered in good
update the current contact informatiofy¢ 1, by-laws "They may be amendegtanding upon receipt of their annual dues.
we have on file for you, allowing forat any properly cailed regular annuaPToXy voting is not allowed. *
you to easily change your informatio eeting of the Association Proposed Wording:

each vear so we have your most-cu . "There shall be five types of member
ront and up to date contact infeou ATe”?mﬁmst‘?‘pprovedbby at""o'th'{d;ﬁhips, (1) regular membership for an indi
. . . __vote or all active members presen dual, (2) joint membership for a couple,
will also be able to edit the servicesha association's annual meeting aré3) lifetime membership for an individual,
and products your bf#lo business required for adoption of any amend(4) joint lifetime membership for a couple,
offers. For example, you can list fauf ments to these BvlawsThe proposal (2)Junior membership for an individual 20
lo sales. meat sales. bi-product sal y o prop .years of age or younger; all of which are
! » DIP Ror change deals with a change ifhyolved in raising or marketing bison
processing, absentee owner PrograMgembership leveldhe proposal seeksbues for memberghip are set ar?nually by
tours, or otherThe products or seric - o4d a fifth membership level, ahe Board of Directors, without amend
es you select will be listed on our Web"joint lifetime membership level for ament to these Bylaws. Dues are payable
" T : upon making application for membership
%gﬂp:g' t(;rh(;isn I]?(;/re; \I,;:‘Igtirarlwlfvgngorh:v and in subsequent years dues are payable
a5 way 0 adertse o YT GEn i uoing Hights. Selow s he AT entremse i et o oo Y. ok e
eral public can see the services Yo, ging and the proposed wordingbers are entitled two votes. Junior mem
offer listed on our site and contact yoWqsing for the by-law change will takePers do not have voting privilegean
business to get more information fro"blace during the general membershi ctive member will be considered in good

ou. . . : - anding upon receipt of their annual dues.
y meeting at this year's spring conferpyoxy voting is not allowed."
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Fall Workshop cont L

cars on their sides serv | ) '., "
|ing as a sdicient low | & &
maintenance set of cor [
rals. In the early 1970's
when Interstate 70 wa
being built, it went |
directly through a |
wrecking yard at

After concluding remarks, we all hopped back in our
vehicles and drove 30 miles to Prairie Ridge f8lof
Ranch, to eat supper and socialize.

Part 2 - Prairie Ridge Buffalo Ranch

By Ray & DebbieThieman
Prairie Ridge Buhlo Ranch co-hosted the RMBAall
RanchVisit this past summer with Heart Rock Bison and
Sun Bison Ranch. Our part began on Friday evening
with a social hour followed by a barbequéVe had
decided to make this an outside event with a real country
ranch experlence Choosing a spot away from the house
and under
the trees
~ | seemed just
B\ the right
atmosphere
| In which to
entertain our

build two car cor |8
rals in two difer-
ent pastures.

After many pie _

Roxie, i
bottle calf, g%
roamed amon
the group ang
often demande{f==

as to how we
worked the ani f
mals with this sef
up, we went out t
the pasture to vie

the bufalo. _ , attention e
With above aver n v A anyone thar—
age rainfall ' would scratch her

grass was still i
great condition, for
late August, and the btdlo were also in good condition.
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Our good friend and local vocalist entertained thmewest ranch addf
group while everyone enjoyed visiting and catching tipn. Ray showe(
on the latest bison news. how he planned a

tures there, and ho
he used portabl
panels when neeg
ed.

The Higgins' family donated their homegrown corn fq
the meal and had everyone shucking corn. A Flem
bers brought their lge meat grill to the ranch, where
they barbequed ribeye steaks to perfection for
Everyone sat down at the covered picnic tables
enjoyed a great meal.

Everyone
= truck-pooled

4 as we drove
out in the pas
ture to visit the
bison herd.

Sitting around
bonfire, roasting
marshmallows
sharing informa
tion about a poss
ble co-op, and vigy
iting topped of the
evening.

Part 3 - Sunrise Ranch
By Kyle Sodola

We at Sunrise Bison Ranch were very excited to have

Saturday morning began with our attendees touring %F rybody come out for the fall workshofye are a new

Limon bison feed lot. Ray talked about our feeding pr eration, recently starting to raise Bison and were in the
gram and the animals we had at our Limon ranch. eaning up stages from a _tornado_earller that_y'dewtour
Later in the morning, we all drove 30 miles to oJyas greatWe had a good time talking to old friends and

Continued on page 6
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Fall Tour, con
making new friends during the fa
workshop.We also wanted to say
big THANK YOU to RMBA for the

help with the tornado cleanup an

rebuilding. We look forward to the
upcoming year and to see everybo
at the spring conference.

After the bison toyrthe group trav

eled to a local café. The hungry RVIBA
crowd enjoyed a barbequed falb

Iburger lunch with all the trimmings. | = Classified ==
4 The RMBAFall RanchTour ended

i i TRANSPORTATION
(ﬁlfter lunch with folks expressing hOWDan Martin will haul your buffalo. No

hey enjoyed the variety the threejistance too far. Call: 970-629-2859.
CR/ostlng ranches provided this year BUEFALO GAL YARNS
Photos courtesy of Greg Nott and Laurie | jjjl Klawonn at High Point Bison has

Dineen “ four different buffalo yarns available.
We offer fine hand-knit garments or

NBA Update

Bet on Bison
by DebbieThieman

The National Bison Winter

Conference was held January 20thz

23rd, 2016, in DenverColorado.

Over 400 patrticipants joined the eon
ference at various times during th
three days. "Bet on Bison" was th

theme this year
The conference began o
Wednesday with a kickbfluncheon

and a beautiful salute to Canada a

the United $ates. A guest vocalist

opened the session by singing, "

Canada" and "God Blegsnerica" as

the audience sat enthralled with thed h neral busin meeting an ) )
inspiring tribute to both countries. €9 N€ g€nerai business meeting anf laurie@greatrangebison.com

Next, Segeant Major Dale
Veneklasen Command $eant
Major (Rtd.), Bufalo Soldiers Unit,
United SatesArmy spoke on his life
experiences with this impressive un
Committees met, the tradesho

opened, market opportunities in th
United Sates and abroad were dis
cussed, and the USD#ood Purchase
Program was shared. In the yard

students from F& organizations were

participating in the Junior JudgingM
Contest. Later in the afternoon

Dawn Williams, USDA Foreign

Agricultural Service, gave a presenta
tion about the "Export Market for!
Bison." The day culminated with an
evening spent at the Foundatio
Welcome Reception along with lots o

visiting among bison producers.

Thursday morning continued to

capture the interest of the conferen

goers. The following presentations

were given: Waters of the United
States, Bufalo Mentorship, a
Canadian BisonAssociation report,

! handling bison, followed by a ques A.T. Sack Fillers
jon and answer time. A delicious Sim"ala.rfill 1000 Series
ison ribeye steak dinner was servg Bag Machine

you can create a one of a kind piece.
and Bison NetworkingTopics during ﬁat')'. 970&595‘?303°r email me at:
the afternoon included:  Bisojp Pison@ncoicomm.com
Production in an ImperfecWorld, RI\\A(ICSDAJ'I\?/IADbCOULEIJI tBE IHERE!
Everything You Wanted to Know embers, call 1o place your
about M Bovis in Bison, but wereg&E/SES?‘?gbg%%o_re the next issue! Call
fraid to ask, and a Bison 2014
eport of USDA's Epidemiologica RATES:
Study. Then, John Graves and the C|  Classifieds—
Kalphie Runners shared their expe| Each RMBAmember
gnces during a video and question a receives on&REE ad/issue.
answer period about "Running witl Bysiness Cards—

uffalo - Bison as College Mascots] advertising in the RMBA

he West TexasA & M Herdsman | hewsletter costs just $45 for

ne&so participated in this segsion. the entire year (5-Bsues) or
seemed to be the most exciting to just $10/issue for Members.
f the afternoon. A benefit auction All ads must be pre-paid

inner was held during the evening. Contact Laurie Dineen to
The Friday morning session inchug place your ad today!

yearly update given by our NBA
Executive DirectgrDave Carter The Pl

NWSS visit was next on the agend ;sggzé‘ﬁ:;su'l?el:‘ai‘:,ss'
where bison were viewed he stock FREE!

yards bufaloeroes also discusse

Classified

during the GTSS Banquet aAd/iards
eremony Ted Turner was presented
Bison Member of theYear" and
expressions of gratitude were given II
r. Turner for all he has done to pro
mote the bison industry
Saturday morning began with thq
udges' comments for the participant
of the carcass contesfThen, a lage
rowd gathered for the GTSS Marke
lass and live animal auction.

Winter Conference was a fun an{oz t|(|) 4 'bﬁ- R(;l;\?s lgnlm-kVeryd{J'ean: i

H excellent shapeNould work on direct sa
C%njoyable event'The three days pro or leave to right person. Cost4000-
Vided a wealth of bison knowledge t(q

friends to contact. | am already |cok] Custer SD.

11

All in all, the well planned NBA | Features a 40 Ib. bin and can bag frojn 4

. J shipped from England. Used 1 month [for
return home with and new bisolpowder form.Asking $5,000. Machine is j

ing forward to attending the confer Contact Ray Srain

: P.O. Box 108 - Hermosa, SD 57744
ence du”ng January 2017! email deb55@goldenwest.net 1

o=
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The Next Chapter ...

By Greg Nott getting away for thg

It was a sunny and cool Sundayeekend sounde :
afternoon in May of 2012 that possigood so dfwe went. |f==s
bly our biggest epic momentwill never folget that
occurred. Along with both of my Saturday that we spef
sons, Graham anéndrew | was on the EaglesWing
helping a friend move to CheyenneRanch. It was therjs
Wyoming. My wife, Tami, was driv that we met an amaft
ing up from Longmont to pick us uping animal and th
and as she drove north on |-25 sheeople, they were nj#
saw the great herd of Hafo on the less amazingAs we}
Terry Bison Ranch. She was ovemrepared to leave th&
whelmed with emotion as somethingfternoon Jim Beauprez shook mj‘/erence and sale.
deep within her heart stirred. Hehand and asked, "8\l, are you going  Realizing how little we know we
response was "Really God@u want to do this?" | kind of fumbled for attended every session trying to
us to do buhlo? Really?" words and came up some sort of nobsorb all the knowledge we can. But

When she arrived | could tell shecommittal answerBut his question it's the relationships that make these
was excited about something but has haunted me until now events truly invaluablelhis was the
was intent on finishing the task a We spent the third year we had attended the Gold
hand and getting home since | had t next few years Trophy Show and Sale. It is big and
go on call early the next morning. | N trying to figure loud and things happen very fast.
the back of a moving truck surround out how we With a lot of advice and coaching
ed by boxes she said, "I wan could enter the from Boyd Meyer we purchased our
Buffalo! | just saw the bddlo along _ buffalo bust first animals that Saturday had to
the highway and | want biaflo!" My ness.We visit pinch myself when the auctioneer
first thought was "Who are you anqi ed other ranch announced "Sold!" | just bought my
what have you done with my wife!" & ers and the first five butfalol
This is by far the craziest idea | hadiream kept growmg but there werg
ever heard her come up with. I'm amany challenges that we had to eve|
IT guy and a city kid, what on Earthcome. | struggled with an unknow
would | do with bufalo. Besides, sheillness for four months that nearl
was the one that had grown up on @ok my life. This culminated with
large farm in Indiana and insisted shan emegency open-heart sygry and
would never marry a farmer valve replacemens year later | had { :

announced that there was a local-buéancer (That's why I'm so cuteAnd
falo association (RMBA) that wasthen another year later my younge
son was in a rollover accident tha
nearly took his life. But we kept
pressing on, taking little steps towar ’
our God-given dream of being iaf  We are only a few pages into this
lo ranchers. next chapter but life is pretty good.
Last fall we sold our house in theThe girls are adapting well to their
suburbs and bought some landhew surroundings here at the
Before we were settled in | was laidVlemphis Bufalo Ranch.They seem
off from my IT job and found myself happy to see us when we show up at
with time to prepare for animalsthe corral with fresh hay My
: » Tom andApril Chaffin were very youngest son is recovering well and
—— : - helpful and paid us a visit theis starting back to work. Four years
farti and Greg with Lar ﬁgh?%”gguf%ze Saturday before the 2016 NBAago | didn't know what a t-post was
buffalo business. Winter ConferenceThey generously and now my oldest son and | are-dis
shared their experience andeséd covering the joys of fencing. My
having some sort of meeting imnadvice but also said we were readwife and | are approaching our 25th
Walden and we should go. | wasnfor a few animalsThis heightened year together and are excited to see
oo sure we would be accepted butur anticipation of attending the conwhat the next 25 years will bl‘ln(“
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HAPPY 20TH ANNIVERSARY RVMIBA

By Dave Hayes and Patty Smith ious oganizations and sponsored 2nd place in the NBA

Yes, it has been twenty years... On Saturdqyil 27, Junior Judging.

1996 at the Red Lion Inn in Denver an informal meetingA HUGE Thanks goes out to those that have given their
was held to discuss the future ofganizing a state ortime and talents to serve as Presidents: Merle Maass, Bill
regional association for bison owners, marketers, and thBsgers, Bob Dineen, Roy Rozell, Marlene Groves,

with any related interest to bisothe meeting was gan  Katherine Jonjak, Dave Hayes, Larry Higgins and currently
ized and facilitated by Merle Maass. John Gravesyou have all led us well!

Present at that meeting were Julie Littlefield, RustyAnd to all that have served as directors and committee
Seedig, Patty Smith, Dennis Shaydak, Paul Powers, Rehdir persons in our 20 years deserve all our thanks as well
Lyman, Richard and JoanaPp,Anthony Detomasi, Lenny as those dedicated and hardworking volunteers who have
Detomasi, Del Hensel, DaWhittlesey Bob Dineen, Orrie given so much time - some of them for all of our 20 years!
Klassen, Bill Rogers, John Gottleib, Janet Maass, Johthout these people, RMBéouldn't have been as great as
Painter Kent and Barbara Caudell, Dave Hayes, Mitdhhas been.

Larsson, Mike and Sharon Clark, Phil and Janet MccoyWe have such a great and dedicated membership, that it
Merle and Susan Maass, Klaus Neauschadftilda Wwill be fun to see where the next 20 years takes us!
Thomas, Vern Jackson, Brianward, Bill and Cam To our Host ranches for our fall ranch workshops, we
Homeyer Paul Jonjak, and Patrick Couch. would like to recognize each one and say thanks for-open

It was the consensus of those in attendance that the firgtup your ranch and sharing it with so many of us in the
formal oganizational meeting of the Colorado Bisohison industry
Association would be held on Saturddyne 29, 1996 to 1996 DiamondTail - Mike & Renee Duncan
choose a constitution and by-laws, elect a presidefit, of 1997 Cerro San Cristobal Ranch - John Painter
cers, and a board of directors, select meeting dates and sité928 Hotchkiss -Scenic Mesa - Julie Littlefield

N . 1999 Middle Creek Ranch- Roy & Donna Rozell
state the general purpose of thgasrization, and determine , ) . ) .
a dues schedule and amount. 2000 Buffalo Wilds, Silver Ridge Bison Rawhide Eysr

. . . Chafin, DeTomasi
At that meeting, Merle Maass was elected president, Bilbgy1 kg Crescent Ranch - Kent & Barbara Caudill

Rogers as vice president and Patty Smith a$002 High wire Ranch - Dave & Sud/hittlesey

Secretary/feasurer Directors were Dan Martin, Brian 2003 Terry Bison Ranch - Ron & Janiddiel

Ward, Barbara Caudill, and John Painter 2004 Prairie Ridge - Ray & DebbieThieman
The general purpose of the Colorado Big@sociation 2005 Medano-Zapata Ranch

was to promote and preserve bison through educatio?006 Vermejo Park Ranch

research, and marketing. 2007 Buffalo Groves - Dave & Marlene Groves
. . 2008 Red Canyon Ranch - Michael & Kathy Gear
And SO that IS hOW It began' Lo 2009 Gold Rush-Bisordvantage -
Much has happened over the past 20 yeakad the Cold Creek Bison/@rry Bison Ranch

members of RMBAave kept busyWe have had an annu 2010 Sweetwater Bison - Bill & Kathy Rogers
al general membership meeting each spring and hostelf1l Rocky Mn. Natural Meats and Rocky Mirsenal
RanchWorkshops each fall. In 2004 we decided to changéC 12 Eagle’sWing Ranch -
the name to the Rocky Mountain Balb Association to Bob, Claudia and Jim Beauprez .

. . . 013 Denver Mtn. Parks - Genesee and Daniels Park
better_reflect thg memb_ershlp. éVvdre still Coloradp Bison 5014 Blue Valley Ranch - Josh Richert, Mgr
Association doing business as Rocky Mountainf@laf 2015 Heart Rock Bison, Prairie Ridge, Sunrise Ranch -
Association.) This same yeathe Peak to Peak Show and Higgins, Thieman, $odola
Sale began its run at Nationalestern Complex in March
for 10 years and then in 2013, the board chose not to cover these 20 years, we've seen ups and downs and ups
tinue the sale due to lack of participation and workload fagain in the bison industryAs a membership ganization,
the few volunteers, but agreed to reconsider if the memb@e association is made by the members - so - pat yourselves
ship felt it was needed. on the back - it's been a great 20 years!

Among other promotions, we have worked with theWe hope you all will plan to attend the 2016 Peak to Peak
Colorado &te FFA promoting the bison industry and bisorspring Conference in Loveland, Colorado to help us-cele
meat, have had a presence at the Coloradte $air pre brate the past 20 years and continue to work toward the
moting our industry and had a booth at the NWSS for sewany more great years yet to come!
eral years. In addition we have provided bison meat fer var
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RIVIBA
Peak to Peak
Spring
Conference

Celebrating
20 Years

We have a great line up on guest presentations
and social activities to celebrate

20 years of the RVMIBA!
We hope you all will plan to attend!

Don’t Forget to Bring your Fun Auction Items!
Support the RMBA!

The annual FuAuction is a great way to

have fun while making money for the associ
ation so that we can continue our mission to
help in the marketing, promotion and
research of the bison industry that we all love
so dearly!

Don't forget to bring items to our 2016
Spring Conference for this very fun event! If
it has to do with Bu#alo - you can bet some
one will want to bid on it and take it home!

The continued support from all our mem
bers and businesses alike have helped us in
raising money every year so we can continue
to do our part to help our members and our

o Ty industry
If you cant make it to the conference, send an item or 2 along with someone that is
going. It all helps and we all have tons of Fun - just ask Dave Carter!

o PRI
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RMBA Spring Meeting and Conference
April 8 & 9, 2016

Embassy Suites Hotel
4705 Clydesdale Parkway - Loveland, Colorado

Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the RMBA!

Plan to attend the RMBA Spring Meeting and Conference! The Embassy Suites and the city of
Loveland offer a great venue for fellowship and fun making it the perfect destination for the week-
end. The RMBA Board has planed a great agenda packed full of information for both the
“old timer” and “new producer” alike. Make your reservations today!

Schedule of Events at the Embassy Suites

Friday, April 8
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm - Board Meeting - Pinyon Pine Room
4:00 pm - 5:30 pm - General Business Meeting & Elections
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm - Social Hour (cash bar and Hors D’oeuvres) River Birch B Room
6:30 pm - 10:00 pm - Banquet (Buffalo Prime Rib), Fun Auction, and RMBA 20 yr. Anniversary Celebration
Don't forget to bring a Fun Auction item!

And if you can't make it to the banquet, send an item with a friend!

We would like to encourage everyone to bring something and buy something at the fun
auction. The Fun Auction along with membership dues, helps to raise money so that we
can continue to promote the Bison Industry throughout the year. We appreciate your sup-
port and know you will have a great time at our conference! Thank you,

RMBA Board of Directors

Saturday, April 9 - River Birch A Room
6:00 am - 8:00 am - Breakfast buffet at hotel (included with your room reservation)
8:15 am - 8:30 am - Conference registration
8:30 am - 10:30 am - Holistic Management - Roland Kroos
10:30 am - 10:45 am - Break
10:45 am - 11:45 am - Inside the Colorado State University Buffalo Herd - Jennifer Barfield
12:00 am - 1:00 pm - Lunch (Buffalo Burger Buffet)
1:15 pm - 1:45 pm - Nationwide Insurance Presentation
2:00 pm - 3:30 pm - General Buffalo Information Panel

Embassy Suites Hotel reservations must be made by March 18, 2016
Embassy Suites Ph. # 970/ 593-6200 - Room Rate for RMBA attendees is $154 per night.
Ask for "in house reservations" and ask for the RMBA block of rooms when making reservations.
www. embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/F/FNLESES-RBA-20160408/index.jhtml

Conference Registration Deadline - April 1, 2016

Mail in Registration or do online - www.buffalorancher.com

For Conference Questions or Information call John Graves - 303/877-9677




RA Meeting and Conference Registration Form
Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the RMBA!
</ April 8 & 9, 2016

\ Embassy Suites Hotel

4705 Clydesdale Parkway, Loveland, Colo. 80538
— Registration Deadline: April 1, 2016 —

Name:
(Q list additional attendees on back)

Ranch Name:

Address:

Phone: Email:

Meeting/Conference + Friday night banquet & Saturday lunch
RMBA Member

Adults @ $125=% Children @ $70=9%
Non Member (17 and younger)
Adults @ $145=3% Children @ $70=%
Banquet only (17 and younger)
RMBA Member
Adults @ $70=9% Children @ %$40=%
Non Member (17 and younger)
Adults @ $75=9% Children @ 9$45=9%
Saturday only (17 and younger)
RMBA Member
Adults @ $70=9% Children @ %$40=9%
Non Member (17 and younger)
Adults @ $75=% Children @ 9$45=9%
(17 and younger)
Total Persons Total $
. Meeting/Conference deadline: April 1, 2016
- .l Complete form and mail to: RMBA
Blll?'ﬁ‘\l. o 303 So. Broac_lway, Sunfe B522 - Denver, Colo. 80209
ARpElh or email to accounting@buffaloranchers.com

(Note: we can now t ake credit cards online - buffalorancher .com)

Hotel reservations must be made by: March 18, 2016
Room Rate is $154 per night.

Embassy Suites Ph. # 970 593-6200
Ask for "in house reservations" and use code RMB when making reservations.
http://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/F/FNLESES-RBA-20160408/index.jhtml

For Questions or information: Call John Graves - 970/887-9677



303 South Broadway
Suite B522

Denver Colorado 80209
303/243-0900

www.buffaloranchers.com

Association

First Class

Membership Application

Memberships O New O Renewal

Q Lifetime Membership - $1000 onced Individual - $50/yr
B e nl-o O Dual Membership (couples) - $85/yr
Q Junior Membership - (20 years old and under) - $10/yr

Join Today! Select the services youfef (for free advertisement on our website):
UBuffalo SalesU Meat SalesU Bi-Product Salesd ProcessingldTours
U Absentee Owner ProgramslOther:

First Name Last Name

Ranch/Business Name

Address

City

Telephone

Website

Mail To:
Rocky Mountain Bufalo Association 303/243-0900

303 South Broadwaysuite B522 info@bufaloranchers.com
Denver Colorado 80209 www.buffaloranchers.com




